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Channeling Our Emotions for Hashem

At the beginning of Parshas Chayei Sarah, the Torah tells us that Avraham came “lispod liSarah v’livkosah”—to
eulogize Sarah and to weep for her. The order of these actions requires understanding. Why does the Torah mention
that Avraham cried only after delivering the eulogy? Would he not have cried immediately upon hearing of her passing?
Chazal (Moed Katan 27b) teach that the natural order is for relatives to cry first, and only afterward to eulogize. If so,
why does the Torah reverse this sequence in describing Avraham’s response?

A second question arises from a point made by the Baal HaTurim: the word “v’livkosah” is written with a small kaf,
hinting that Avraham’s crying was limited. Why did he restrain his tears? (See Baal HaTurim for his explanation.)

These questions may be understood through a deeper understanding of the impact of the Akeidah—on Avraham.

The Midrash recounts that at the moment of the Akeidah, when Avraham reached for the knife, he wept so intensely
that his tears fell into Yitzchak’s eyes—tears born of a father’s compassion. Yet even then, the Midrash continues, “his
heart rejoiced to fulfill the will of his Creator.”

This is difficult to understand. How could Avraham simultaneously experience the anguish of a father about to lose
his beloved son, and yet rejoice in fulfilling Hashem’s command? (See Anaf Yosef, who also raises this question.)

Rav Isaac Sher zt”l (Leket Sichos Mussar |, p. 83) explains that the test of the Akeidah was designed to challenge
Avraham’s deepest emotions. The incremental phrasing of the command—*“your son, your only one, whom you
love”—was intended to intensify Avraham’s emotional attachment to Yitzchak. Not just a son, but his only son. Not
just his only son, but one who was uniquely beloved and appreciated for his exalted spiritual level.

Avraham took these powerful emotions and elevated them, saying in essence: “Hashem, | surrender all my personal
feelings to You. Nothing matters more than fulfilling Your will.” These emotions were not suppressed—they were
sanctified, transformed into vehicles of service to Hashem.

This is what Chazal allude to when they describe Avraham’s tears before the Akeidah. They were tears of a father’s
profound emotion which he offered to Hashem, thereby strengthening him to have the joy of a servant eager to fulfill
his Master’s will.

The spiritual level Avraham attained through the Akeidah became embedded in his essence. Thus, when he returned
to find that Sarah, the great tzadekes, had passed away, he surely felt the depth of her loss. But Avraham, affected by
the Akeidah, channeled those emotions toward Hashem. He may have thought, “l will not cry personal tears of sorrow,
I will reserve my tears to be shed for the sake of Hashem.”

This is the meaning behind the small kaf in “v’livkosah”—Avraham minimized his tears, saving them for a higher
purpose. He waited until the hesped, when his tears would serve a dual role: honoring Sarah and inspiring those
present to learn from her greatness. Only then did Avraham come “lispod liSarah v’livkosah”—to eulogize and to cry
for Sarah.
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